Environmental Education Activity

Where Do | Belong?

Age/Grade Range
e Ages 8-11+
e Grades 3-5

Group Size

e |ndividual Work
e (Unless students want to pair up and
make something together).

Time
e Prep time: ~20mins
o Collecting recycling prior to
planning
o Finally just setting up basic
materials.

e Activity: ~60 minutes

Materials

e Recyclable materials

NWT SCIENGE FOCUS

Topic
e What things do and don’t

belong in the recycling.
Especially with the incline of
plastics being produced daily it
becomes harder for most to
identify what is/isn’t

appropriate to be recycled.

Objective / Learning Goals

e Understanding and practicing

proper recycling.

The ‘circular economy’ science
focus project would be great
material to apply following the
recycling activity. As they are

both along similar objectives.

e Glue, scissors, paint + paint brushes, pipe cleaners, markers, etc.
Please reach out to Ecology North (admin@ecologynorth.ca) for the necessary supplies

for this program.

Set Up

e Collect materials as listed above.



e As the slide deck provides four options, you can decide which activity to follow
along with depending on what materials are available.

Curriculum Connections

e This activity intends to connect students to understanding that recycled materials
does not mean “garbage” and is not something that cannot be used again.
Encourages environmental awareness and critical thinking skills regarding
sustainability and single-use products.

e This activity will bring an alternative perspective to recycled materials to the
students teaching them that they can transform materials into alternative
creations and be used for a second purpose.

e This activity can show students how creative and critical thinking skills can bring
beneficial impacts towards the environment. Including how materials can be
changed through physical (and technically chemical) processes.

Delivery Tips

e [f the students have a current focus in gardening it could be ideal to point out the
flower pot transformation with the recycled materials handy as it could bring
greater benefits to the students if they are capable of connecting this activity with
a current in-class task.

Introduction to the Lesson

1. Present the Google Slides Deck
a. Science Focus Recycling
2. Review the videos and see which takes greatest interest in the classroom.

Lesson Hook

e Do you know what does and doesn’t belong in the recycling?
e “How did your creation help reduce waste?”
e “What might happen if everyone reused materials like this?”

Lesson Activity



https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/10-O7zSaylpXUQWxApO6Ca2U0ZgZ7S8THztBR6AesjEE/edit

e Having students make something out of recycled materials. To show how we can
reuse materials and make them into a second-usage item rather than only being
able to use materials for one single purpose.

e This activity encourages students to take responsibility for waste in their
environment and see recyclables as opportunities, reinforcing the knowledge
explored in the PowerPoint.

e The questions above bring the connection between the activity and the powerpoint
together.

e The PowerPoint focused on “What can | recycle?” and “Who benefits?”, this
activity answers the next question: “What can | do with those materials to help?”

e |.e. making your own purse out of plastic found in the recycling bin, Recycling
Orchestra or Cardboard animals!

Lesson Conclusion and Review

e What did students learn? Any guiding questions we could ask here?

e Students should be able to understand the importance of reducing single usage
material and repurposing those that are single usage or at least being capable of
seeing the potential for alternative usages in those materials.

e Could begin to ask students questions surrounding what they think about single
use materials trying to direct into a conversation about why we need to reduce
single usage and alternate to multi-purpose usage.

Homework

e Have students design posters of recyclable vs. non-recyclable items for their
classroom. (Potentially)

Additional Resources

e htips://www.gov.nt. ca/ecc/en/serwces/waste reduction-and-recycling

d= 937497009&gbra|d OAAAAADGeNEGVTQVOLIbrtRIYO9A1z9zkt&gclid=CjwKCAjwv
O7CBhAQEiwA902YJXnwnOA|BZeps) 7ZjPFnTosb iBOYBWMUUPGMETEQS YGi{8245

hviRoCRVOQAvVD BwE

d= AmeOorR6 PWJZK Y5iufOM3X08dB1SoblfejapBUOE1 7NgCSpbwiS



https://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/services/waste-reduction-and-recycling
https://www.earthday.org/7-tips-to-recycle-better/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=937497009&gbraid=0AAAAAD6eNE6VTQv0tIbrtRly09A1z9zkt&gclid=CjwKCAjwvO7CBhAqEiwA9q2YJXnwn9AjBZepsJ7ZjPFnTosb_iB9YBwMUUP6mEfEQS_YGj8245hvjRoCRv0QAvD_BwE
https://www.earthday.org/7-tips-to-recycle-better/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=937497009&gbraid=0AAAAAD6eNE6VTQv0tIbrtRly09A1z9zkt&gclid=CjwKCAjwvO7CBhAqEiwA9q2YJXnwn9AjBZepsJ7ZjPFnTosb_iB9YBwMUUP6mEfEQS_YGj8245hvjRoCRv0QAvD_BwE
https://www.earthday.org/7-tips-to-recycle-better/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=937497009&gbraid=0AAAAAD6eNE6VTQv0tIbrtRly09A1z9zkt&gclid=CjwKCAjwvO7CBhAqEiwA9q2YJXnwn9AjBZepsJ7ZjPFnTosb_iB9YBwMUUP6mEfEQS_YGj8245hvjRoCRv0QAvD_BwE
https://www.earthday.org/7-tips-to-recycle-better/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=937497009&gbraid=0AAAAAD6eNE6VTQv0tIbrtRly09A1z9zkt&gclid=CjwKCAjwvO7CBhAqEiwA9q2YJXnwn9AjBZepsJ7ZjPFnTosb_iB9YBwMUUP6mEfEQS_YGj8245hvjRoCRv0QAvD_BwE
https://www.blueland.com/articles/what-is-recycling-and-why-does-it-matter?srsltid=AfmBOorR-6-yPwJZKyY5iuf9M3X08dB1SoblfejqpBUOE17NgCSpbwiS
https://www.blueland.com/articles/what-is-recycling-and-why-does-it-matter?srsltid=AfmBOorR-6-yPwJZKyY5iuf9M3X08dB1SoblfejqpBUOE17NgCSpbwiS
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e https://voutu.be/HzPF6KY7E I?feature=shared
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https://youtu.be/HzPF6KY7E_I?feature=shared

