10

[image: image1.jpg]The

OtesHa

Project




Reason to Dream

Play Script

Scene One Characters: 

Billy Ray – main character-unknowing hero

Chantal (stress case), Keener, and Ash (stoner) - classmates

Ms. Pinsky – teacher

1. CLASSROOM END OF DAY

Human props form a classroom scene. Classmates and Billy Ray sit upon them. Ash slouches sleeping, Billy Ray is listening to music, Jody is writing assignment down and Chantal is looking stressed out. Teacher, Mrs. Pinsky, writes on the board, then turns to class:

MRS. PINSKY

So, how’s the brainstorming session going? 

Class grumbles. One keener says: “Excellent!”

MRS. PINSKY

All right class.

Ms. Pinsky looks at Ash in disgust, walks over and wakes him up.

MRS. PINSKY

Wake up! Thank you

Billy Ray is staring absent-mindedly off into the distance, listening to music on his mp3 player. Ms. Pinsky walks over to him, motions to take out his earphones

MRS. PINSKY

Take your ear phones, please. 

Billy takes out ear phones; music comes blasting from them. Props sing Michael Jackson’s “Billy Jean” melody and fade out as he dials down his mp3 player.

MRS. PINSKY

Thanks. 

Class, your assignment is up on the board (pointing at board). Can I get a volunteer to read it out for me?

KEENER

Me! Me, me, me!

MRS. PINSKY

Anyone else? Anyone? All right, (insert name).

KEENER

What are you going to do with your life?

Groan (all together)

MRS. PINSKY

 Yes, that’s right: what are you doing to do with your life? It’s due tomorrow.

Bell Rings (The clock makes loud buzzer sound). Class gets up and heads off, while Mrs. Pinsky calls out after them, picking up bottles off their desks. 

CHANTAL

Check ya later, Mrs. P.

MRS. PINSKY

Hey, hey, hey, don’t leave your plastic bottles everywhere. I’m not your janitor.

BILLY RAY

Just throw them away Mrs P. It’s just garbage

All other students agree with Billy.

Class room chairs transition into students milling about outside of the school. 

Scene Two Characters:
Billy Ray, Chantal (stress case), Keener, Jody (over achiever), and Ash (stoner), Wanda

Other students leaving the school
2. OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL
Students are leaving school. ASH and KEENER go to their bikes by a group of props playing a bike rack on stage right. Other props are playing the doors to the front of the school. On stage left, Billy is at the bus stop keeping JODY and CHANTAL company. Sounds of busy high school grounds.

ASH 

I am so glad the day is done… Ah… Dude, I forgot my bike lock combo again.

KEENER

That’s okay! I got it here in my cell phone – along with everyone else’s.

ASH 

Okay… Thanks.

Keener puts on a safety vest and a helmet.

ASH

Whoa!! What’s with the construction vest? You going to build a house or something?

KEENER

No, Ash! It’s for safety. You know it can get pretty dangerous riding on those busy streets, so I like to wear this safety vest so the cars can see me. You should be more careful, Ash. You don’t have a helmet or a vest.

WANDA enters through doors at the back and heads for her bike by the bike rack.

ASH

Whatever, none of my other friends has a helmet, and nothing bad has happened to me yet.

KEENER

Well, I am going to stay safe. See you later.
WANDA taps Billy on the shoulder.  

WANDA

Hi Billy Ray!

BILLY

Oh, hey Wanda. I like your helmet.

WANDA

Oh thanks. I like your brand name T-shirt!

BILLY

Thanks. Uh, I was thinking, maybe we could hang out at the park later?

WANDA 

(Can’t contain her excitement)

Really? Like, a date?! In an hour? Okay, I’ll go finish my assignment. I’ll see you later! (And she runs off overly excited!)

CHANTAL

Hey Billy, what was that all about?

BILLY

It’s nothing guys… So, Chantal, another busy night?

CHANTAL

 OMG! I totally forgot about the assignment! I don’t know when I’m going to get it done!

I’ve gotta go straight from practice to work, I’ve gotta go pick up my sister tonight. 

What am I going to do? I don’t have time to think about that.

BILLY

Yeah, tell me about it.

Billy turns to Jody:

BILLY

 What about you, Jody?

JODY

Well, I don’t know when I’m going to get it done either. After school, I have to work at Mega Value Mart and after that I’m volunteering at the hospital. I want to get into a really good university you know. But I don’t know which is better: Good grades or awesome work experience. You know?

CHANTAL

Yeah and on top of all that, I’ve been picking up extra shifts because I’m trying to save money to buy a car. 

Hey Billy, when are you gonna get a car?

BILLY 

Actually, I don’t even know if I’m gonna get a car.

All characters and props stop suddenly, turns to Billy and GASPS loudly, then stand frozen until Billy responds: 

BILLY

 Well, I mean, I’m just thinking about it. I don’t know, um, I probably will buy a car (tries to reassure crowd)

Crowd sighs in relief and turns away

Well, I’m going to go hit up the coffee shop. See you later.

CHANTAL 

We’ll just have to wait for the bus. See you later!

Props from school doors play a bus which enters from stage left and goes around in front of Jody and Chantal. The bus stops.

BUS DRIVER

Hop aboard kids!

The bus leaves and the props become a busy street corner. Sounds or cars beeping, motors running.

Scene Three Characters:

Billy Ray

Street props (cars, person on cell phone, etc)

Wanda on her bike

3. STREET
The bus and school characters transition into a line with their backs to audience upstage, who then become street scene. A car swerves and sounds of breaks as it nearly misses ASH who is riding his bike.

DRIVER

Hey kid! Watch out! I didn’t see you there! Don’t you know it’s dangerous on the road?
ASH

Whoa…

KEENER (Who was riding next to ASH)

See Ash, I told you - that’s why you should wear a helmet!
Billy takes center stage. Make sure there is space between Billy and everyone else so the focus is clearly on Billy. Billy walks very slowly with head up towards audience. Wanda bikes by, dings her bike bell, and calls out to Billy:

WANDA 

See you later Billy Ray!! (she waves and turns her head to smile at Billy)

Props start changing into the Coffee Shop scene. The cue is from the “band” that starts singing the “Girl from Ipaneema”. Props turn into café ambience just as Billy opens door of café.

Scene Four Characters

Billy Ray

Barista

Choices Girl (also works at coffee shop)

Coffee Machine

Café ambience (band, people sitting, drinking coffee, etc.)

4. COFFEE SHOP

Billy reaches for door, opens it, and music starts (Girl from Ipaneema song hummed or scat by three-person band (upstage) as soon as door opens. Café scene fills in. 

BARISTA

 Welcome to Java Java Java Bucks, 

where we serve the hottest, freshest coffee, 

all day, every day. How can I help you?

BILLY

Just some coffee would be great.

BARISTA

Will that be decaf, half-caf, quarter caf or caf and a half?

BILLY

Uh, caf and a half.

BARISTA

Good choice

Will that be Grande, Super Grande, or Super Ultra Grande?

BILLY (he doesn’t care)

Um…the super duper one?

BARISTA

Will that be free trade, 

fair trade or would you like a no trade clause? 

BILLY

(confused) Um… (Barista cuts him off)

BARISTA

And would you like that with skim milk, whole milk, goat’s milk, beaver’s milk or purple milk? 

(apologetically) I’m sorry we’re out of green and blue. 

BILLY

Purple milk.

BARISTA

Sorry, we’re out of purple milk.

BILLY

Beaver’s milk is fine.

BARISTA

And would you like that in a paper cup, sippy cup, wooden cup, 

Soy-based cup, or no cup at all?

BILLY

A paper cup’s fine

BARISTA

Would you like sugar, molasses, paprika, basil, or my personal favorite, rainbow sprinkles?

BILLY (frustrated)

Sugar! Just sugar.

BARISTA

That will be $6.75. Will that be debit, credit, cash or I owe you?

BILLY

Cash.

Billy reaches into his pocket, counts out cash and hands it to the barista. Barista takes cash, puts it in till. 

BARISTA

Thank you.

That’ll just be about 20 minutes.

Barista gets Choices Girl to make coffee using human prop. Props make loud coffee machine noises. Choices Girl switches it on and off, puts a lid on cup and hands it to Billy. Billy takes cup, grimaces as the heat burns his hand.

BILLY

Can I get another cup? It’s really hot.

CHOICES GIRL

Of course. Here… take six. (says with attitude, and hands Billy five cups). 

BARISTA

Have a nice day. 

BILLY

Thanks, you too. (Billy walks out upstage)

Scene Five Characters 
Bedroom props (phone, fan, lamp, computer, chair, radio (5 channels))

Mom, Wanda, Coach, Dad, Brother, Loan Promoter, Boss (for dream scene)

Billy Ray

5. BILLY’S BEDROOM

Props take the form of a chair and computer centre downstage. Props take the form of a fan, downstage left, lamp upstage right, and five props (radio stations) stand at back of stage with backs to audience. Billy enters room from upstage left, flicks on light, lamp comes alive and glows, switches on fan, which begins to spin. Billy sits on chair in front of computer, puts down his coffee, and switches on radio. One at a time the radio actors turn around and report the following broadcast lines, as Billy surfs between stations. [Chair prop could make radio static noise after each line, ending with each CLICK]. The radio actors gesture as though they have a head phone and microphone, then return to stationary position facing back of stage. Each channel is turned faster than the one before cutting off the broadcast. [Note: Alter these lines to fit the issues in the communities you perform in.]

CHANNEL 1

In the finance report, the Dow Jones up 5.5 points, the TSX down…

BILLY

(turns knob, and radio says) Click

CHANNEL 2

And now in world news, the price of rice has tripled, as floods continue to devastate Pakistan…

BILLY

(turns knob, and radio says) Click

CHANNEL 3

Thanks for tuning in folks. Today, we have a special guest with us, the CEO of BP here to talk about the oil spill… 

BILLY

(turns knob, and radio says) Click

CHANNEL 4

 Sings Impaneea song

BILLY

(turns knob, and radio says) Click

CHANNEL 5

 Today’s smog alert is 7.5, or high. Don’t go outside. 

BILLY

(turns knob, and radio says) Click

Well, that’s depressing. 

Billy turns off radio in frustration. He begins to type essay.

BILLY

Alright, gotta start this assignment.

(while typing) What am I going to do with my life? By Billy Ray

I don’t know what I’m going to do with my life, I’m just in high school.

(beginning to nod off) What am I going to do with my life?

Billy falls asleep.

5b) BILLY`S BEDROOM DREAM

All props begin to snap fingers. They turn around in unison and begin singing.

PROPS

(singing) “Billy Ray, what are you? What are you going to do with your life?” (thrice)
The singers circle Billy, crossing in front of him and looking into the audience. They form a line with backs to the audience. In this next scene, each walking up to Billy and speaking to his face and returning to line with backs to audience. Billy’s snapped from left to right and back again by each new character.
MOM

 Son, what are you going to do with your life!

COACH

(whistle sound) Cut the practice, cut the practice. Billy what are you

doing just sitting there? You’re never going to be an athlete.

What are you going to do with your life?

BOSS 

Billy, Mega Value Mart is more than just a job, it’s a career opportunity. And I don’t think you realize that. Your performance is down here (motions low); we need to bring it up with the other employees. Billy, you need to help me help you! If you can’t handle bagging groceries, what are you going to do with your life?

TEACHER

Billy, you’ve been late four times this week. 

Your assignments are mediocre, it’s like you don’t even care.

What are you going to do with your life!

WANDA

(while smacking on gum) Billy, you totally stood me up at the park! 

And what are you going to do with your life?

FATHER

Billy, Billy, Billy, the business has been in the family for years. 

You’re not really shaping up. 

What are you going to do with your life!

 BROTHER

Check it out, Billy look at this (gesturing to a report card) Straight A’s again!

I bet you’ll never see that.

I’m going to med school

What are you going to do with YOUR life!

TV LOAN PROMOTER

Hey there folks, are you neck/nipple deep in debt driving your trying to keep 

your girlfriend in an expensive car and all her fancy jewelry?

 If so, call Crazy Joe’s loan emporium. 

Because if you don’t have money, what are you going to do with your life!

ALL PROPS

(circling Billy, asking louder and louder) 

What are you going to do with your life? 

Props build to a single crescendo in unison. Billy puts his hands around his head, trying to block out the pestering questions, until he casts them off, and he wakes up.

5 c) BILLY’S BEDROOM POWER OFF

Billy Ray wakes up, looks at his computer. Just as he is about to type the power goes off. The actors with backs to audience make power going off sounds and sink to ground. At the same time the fan, lamp, and computer fizzle as they turn off. Billy tries to turn his computer on several times. He jumps up and tries his fan, then his lamp. Billy looks around, scared.

BILLY

Mom! (yelling towards downstairs)

Billy opens door and yells again. He exits door and re-enters as the scene changes into kitchen.

Scene six characters

Billy, Kitchen appliances (sink, fridge, phone), Car

6. KITCHEN GARAGE NO POWER 

BILLY

Mom, is there anyone here?

I just need to have a drink of water.

Billy goes over to sink, flips tap up. 

TAP

DRIP. DRIP. DRIP 

BILLY

No water

Billy goes to phone and tries it. The phone makes a hollow noise. Billy opens door to garage stage right

BILLY

The car’s still here. 

Billy gets into the car and tries the ignition. It chokes, but does not start.

BILLY

The car’s isn’t working either?!

Billy gets out of the car. He runs outside to centre stage, and the props rolls off to back of stage with backs to audience. Billy left alone on stage. 

BILLY

(calls out to the darkness) Hello! Is there anyone out there!

Each actor walks onto stage, one at a time whirling by Billy. Each actor is one of the following characters; Wanda on her bike, Mom, Coach, Boss, Brother, Mrs. Pinsky, etc. Billy reaches out towards them, calling their names and asking for their help, but they do not notice him. He is left alone on stage.

Scene seven characters

Billy

Power worker

Gardener

Water Machine and Vendor

Person living under ground

Person wearing face mask

7. OUTSIDE 

On stage is Billy center. Upstage right is a power worker hammering.

BILLY

Is there anyone here?

Billy hears man hammering or sawing behind him.

PROPS PLAYING POWER POLES

Chop, chop, chop…

BILLY

Hey, what are you doing?

POWER WORKER

Just taking down these old power poles. 

 They keep falling on people.

BILLY

Taking them down? Why would you take them down? We just lost the power.

 POWER WORKER

Power? Ha, we haven’t had power for forty years. 

BILLY

 What are you talking about? I was in my room, 

doing my homework on the computer –

POWER WORKER (interrupts)

Computer? Yeah right, the last time I saw one of those was in a museum.

BILLY

 No, no. I was doing my homework and I fell asleep and when I woke up, everything changed.

POWER WORKER

 Kid, you gotta get a grip.

Billy takes a few steps backward

Gardener enters down stage right.

GARDENER

Hey hey, watch where you’re stepping! Those are my precious potato plants

BILLY

 Why are you growing potatoes right here in the middle of the city?

GARDENER

Well nothing else will grow in this gravelly soil.

There’s no more food in the stores and I’ve gotta get my food somehow! No respect!

Gardener exits upstage right

Water Vendor walks in down stage left, pushing water machine (actor bent forward).

WATER VENDOR

Water, get your water! Best water in (insert community name here)!

BILLY 

Excuse me, I would love some water!

Vendor pours a glass of water from the foot of her water machine and hands it to Billy.

Just as Billy is about to take a sip she stops him.

WATER VENDOR

Hey, what are you doing? That’s $30.

BILLY 

Thirty dollars? You’ve got to be kidding.

VENDOR

 Yeah, read the sign. (pointing to front of machine) $30 a glass

BILLY

 Why would I pay for water when I can get it from the tap?

VENDOR
 (as vendor moves across stage and grabs water back from Billy, dinging off stage)

Taps? What world are you living in?

Billy is left alone on stage for a brief moment. Then a person enters down stage right walking across stage and begins to bend as though walking underground.

BILLY

Excuse me! Excuse me! Where are you going?

UNDERGROUND PERSON

Going home.

BILLY

 You live underground?

UNDERGROUND PERSON

Yeah! It’s way too hot to live up here (continues walking to underground to off stage)

The Air Alert is sounded: “WOOOOOOOO – AIR ALERT, PLEASE PUT ON YOUR FACE MASKS!”

Face mask person enters upstage right. Holding mask over face.

FACE MASK PERSON

Hey buddy, where’s your mask?

 Don’t you know there’s an air alert.

BILLY 

My mask? Living underground? What world AM I living in?

Props all spin back into bedroom scene making sounds like wind.

Scene eight characters

Billy

Bedroom props (phone, fan, lamp, computer, chair, radio)

8. BILLY’S BEDROOM POWER HYPER ON

Billy wakes up to what he thinks is reality. The computer then turns on. Billy gets up excited that the power is on. He tries the fan it works, he tries the lamps they work, he tries the radio it plays the ipaneema song.

COMPUTER

You’ve got mail

Billy walks back over to computer

BILLY

Great, a message from Wanda

COMPUTER

You’ve got mail.

BILLY 

Okay 

This continues a few more times. The computer then starts to repeat “you’ve got mail” faster and then the fan turns on going super fast, the lights begin to make noise and flash. The phone rings. Billy goes over and picks it up

BILLY

Hello

PHONE

You’ve got 76 new messages. You’ve got 77, 78 79…

Billy hangs phone up. Panicking and looking around. All the bedroom appliances go berserk. Billy puts his hands on his head shaking it. The alarm sounds four times BEEP BEEP BEEP BEEP. Scene changes into kitchen, as Mom calls out.

MOM (off stage)

Billy!

Scene nine characters 

Billy

Kitchen appliances (fridge, toaster, blender, sink,

9. KITCHEN COMMERCIAL MOM

Billy enters kitchen. 

BILLY
Mom?

MOM

Darling, let me show you my new Arctic Fridge 

PROPS

Ding!

*All props say ‘ding’ after Mom introduces each appliance.

Appliances turn heads to audience as they are used, smiling. 

MOM

The taste of a real glacier! (smiling and pointing at fridge)

Want something to drink? 

How about a glass of Freshie Fresh O.J. 

PROPS

Ding!

MOM

Comes straight from the tropical groves of Florida.

Billy follows Mom around to each appliance taking in his hands her breakfast offerings, shutting fridge door, increasingly confused and concerned about his mom’s bizarre behavior.

MOM

Also let me offer you a “bacon ’n egg” smoothie 

from my Turbomatic smoothinator*

PROPS

Ding!

And to add a little fiber to your morning,

I’ll just hop over to my Toastamatic toaster* 

PROPS

Ding!

Now with Insta-toast action.

I’m sure you want to try these new, pre-packaged, individually 

Wrapped, pre-buttered toast slices

Billy and Mom walk past sink.

BILLY

Mom, what’s up with this tap? It won’t shut off.

MOM

It’s the new ‘Infin-a-tap’*

PROPS

Ding!

MOM

It saves you time. You only have to turn it on once. And it just keeps on running!

BILLY

That doesn’t even make sense.

MOM

But, darling, the best part about this kitchen 

Is that everything is 100% disposable… no dishes for me! You just toss it in the bin!

Mom goes around and pretends to pick up each appliance and throws them in trash. The appliances roll off stage. Mom makes movement as though throwing garbage bag over her back.

MOM

Bye, honey! I’m off to work! Oh, yeah, and I bought you a new TV! Here’s the remote!

Mom tosses clicker to Billy.

Scene ten characters

Billy

TV

TV channels (dancers for pop video, salesperson for gadget, all others ‘buy me’ models)

Choices Girl

10. TELEVISION 

Two actors are center stage kneeling down about 5 feet from each other.

Billy sits down and points remote in their direction.

BILLY 

A new TV? But we already have like three… I guess I might as well see what’s on.

Billy turns on TV and screen (kneeling actors) make noise and stand up creating sides of TV. Billy points remote at TV and makes click noise.

TV SCREEN

(Gadget commercial) 

It’s a cell phone, an iPod, a potato peeler (etc, etc), it will even make you coffee! 

It’s everything you ever wanted!

Billy changes channel.

TV SCREEN

(Pop music channel)

Props become MTV dancers, throwing beats and gyrating.

Billy changes channel

TV SCREEN

(‘buy my’ commercial)

Buy my eye lashes, buy my designer jeans, buy my hair, buy my makeup, buy my toenails/butt…

TV PROPS

You’re not good enough…

COMMERCIAL PROPS (In a cacophony, repeat what they send then say)

Buy me, buy me, buy me…

Commercial models repeat buy me…buy me…Billy tries to change channel, but it doesn’t work. They begin to walk out of the TV towards Billy repeating the buy me lines. They become zombie like, and grasp at Billy. Billy looks terrified and back away until they nearly envelope him, then he shouts:

BILLY

I don’t want any of your stuff!!! 

Zombies grasp at him.

BILLY

(louder) I don’t want your stuff!!!!

Zombies and TV props all stop and collapse on floor.

10b)

Billy hears a voice. The CHOICES GIRL appears.

CHOICES GIRL

Billy, Billy…

Billy turns to CHOICES GIRL.

CHOICES GIRL

Congratulations Billy Ray, you just made your first choice.

BILLY 

Hey! Who the heck are you?!

CHOICES GIRL

She/he walks amongst the bodies to get to Billy at stage front.

I’m the Choices Guy/Girl – I’m here to show you the effects of the choices you make.

BILLY

Well, speaking of choices, I don’t want any part of those crazy zombies

All they do is buy, buy, buy. 

I’m not part of that. 

CHOICES GIRL

Are you sure about that Billy?

BILLY

Yeah, yeah I’m sure. 

CHOICES GIRL

What about those clothes?

BILLY

What about my clothes?

CHOICES GIRL

Where did you get them?

BILLY 

A store like everyone else, what’s wrong with that?

CHOICES GIRL

Hm. (Considers Billy’s answer) Come with me, Billy.

Scene eleven characters

Billy

Sweatshop machine

Fashion show models (4)

Fashion show photographers, reporters

11. SWEATSHOP TO FASHION SHOW

Props form a sweatshop sewing machine. CHOICES GIRL and Billy stand to the side

BILLY

What kind of crazy machine is this?

MACHINE (in unison) 

He thinks we’re a machine

BILLY 

They look like children

MACHINE PARTS (one at a time) 

I’ve been here…for as long….as I can… remember

(Two by two) 7 days a week, 12 hours a day

(All) ALL YEAR LONG

CHOICES GIRL 

Commercials are targeting young people so they will buy their brand name products. But the reality is that most of their products come from places like these. Do you know where your clothes comes from, Billy? 

BILLY 

No, No. My clothes don’t come from a sweatshop.

Machine stops and looks at Billy

Closest machine part grabs Billy’s shirt 

MACHINE PART

What’s this?

MACHINE PARTS

(All) Looks familiar.

BILLY 

No, this isn’t me. I don’t want any part of this. 

But what am I supposed to do? I want to wear brand names so that I can fit in. This is where clothes come from. I don’t have a choice.

CHOICES GIRL

You want a choice?

BILLY

Yeah, I want a choice.

CHOICES GIRL snaps fingers and props speed up tempo and create “club dance beat”

One by one the props come forward and suggest a clothing alternative, in `a super model` fashion.

MODEL ONE

You could make your own clothes.

MODEL TWO

You could have a clothing swap with your friends.

MODEL THREE

You could buy sweatshop free clothing made locally/fair trade.

MODEL FOUR 

You could buy second hand at your local thrift store.

Props advanced downstage making music and dancing, until Billy speaks.

BILLY

That’s cool. Okay, okay. I get it. But all this dancing has made me hungry.

CHOICES GIRL

Yeah? Well, let’s grab some food. 

Scene twelve characters

Props spin into an orchard scene of trees, a bird, and a farmer. Billy sees the orange tree and runs up and grabs one off a branch.

BILLY 

Oranges! These look delicious!

Billy raises the orange to his face 

CHOICES GIRL

I wouldn’t eat that, Billy

BILLY

Why?
CHOICES GIRL 

It’s covered in pesticides

Farmer with sprayer comes on upstage left, sprays trees with pesticides. A bird flying around falls to the ground dead. The farmer then starts to pick oranges.

BILLY
She just killed that bird!
CHOICES GIRL

 That’s not all.

That’s not all. To get to your grocery store, these oranges come all the way from Florida 

Props form a multi-person plane.

CHOICES GIRL

To get here, they had to travel thousands of miles on board a plane.

Props form a boat 

CHOICES GIRL

Carried on a ship.

Props form a truck. 

CHOICES GIRL

Then loaded onto a truck.

All the while spewing out greenhouse gases.

As CHOICES GIRL says spewing out emissions, the props cough towards Billy and then spin into their positions for the next scene as Billy says his line

BILLY

Really? Well, I don’t even like oranges, I like bacon and sausages!

12b) FARMING 

Props transform into happy pigs in a pen. 

BILLY

Wow, these pigs look really happy.

CHOICES GIRL

Yes, but small scale organic farms represent only 1% of all farms in Canada.

More pigs join in the pen and the pigs are pushed closer together in a clump by a farmer.

CHOICES GIRL

But large-scale farms, also called a factory farm, this is where most of Canada’s meat products come from.

BILLY

It’s really dark in here, and those pigs are really close together.

CHOICES GIRL

The pigs are cramped together to save space.

The farmer pulls out a giant needle, jabs it into a few pigs – pigs squeal as they get jabbed.

BILLY

What’s happening to those pigs?

CHOICES GIRL

The tight space and the high levels of stress make the pigs sick, so some farmers use antibiotics to cure them.

Farmer walks by pushing wheelbarrow

BILLY

 Well this corn must be okay!

Farmer grabs it away from him just he is about to bite into it.

FARMER

Hey buddy, hands off the corn, that’s for the pigs!

BILLY

For the pigs?

CHOICES GIRL

Yes Billy, we grow huge portions of our corn and other agricultural products to feed the animals, so we can eat them later.

Pigs turn their heads (say OINK?!) and look at the CHOICES GIRL.

CHOICES GIRL

 It takes 10kg of corn to produce 1kg of meat. This corn could have been used to feed hungry people.

BILLY 

Well what? Am I not supposed to eat meat?

PIGS (one at a time)

 Eat Less Meat.

Eat organic and local meat. 

Eat meat alternatives like bean burritos.

Or a tofu scramble.

Or a lentil shepherd’s pie.

Pigs oink in approval.
BILLY

Well, what about my fruits and vegetables? You said they are covered in pesticides come from so far away. What am I supposed to do!?

CHOICES GIRL

Not all food is like that Billy, there are lots of options.

Props change into farming and gardening scene.

A GARDENER

 You could plant a garden (props plant garden)

ANOTHER GARDENER

 You could eat organically 

ALL PROPS

(sing angelically) 

AHHHHH

FARMER

You can get to know the farmer that grows your food at your local farmer’s market. 

FARMER and other props pose together like a family picture. A couple of farmers shake hands in the background. One farmer pulls Billy in to the photo at the last second. 

CHOICES GIRL

Say brussle-sprouts!

FARMERS AND BILLY

Brussle-sprouts!

Props all freeze with ridiculous facial expressions.  Billy walks out.

BILLY

That’s great Choices Girl, but I can’t change the world. I’m just one person. 

CHOICES GIRL (frustrated)

Oh, Billy…!!

CHOICES GIRL walks away, frustrated. Billy follows quickly…

BILLY

Hey, wait!

12c) CONSTRUCTION SITE 
Props transform into construction site, making loud construction site sounds (hammering, beeping, saws). Billy strolls on to stage through construction site from upstage right, looking confused, bewildered. 

CHOICES GIRL enters from opposite back corner, with coffee cup in hand.

BILLY (yelling over sound of construction)

 What is this place?

CHOICES GIRL (yells)

 Blueberry Creek Estates

BILLY

 But where’s the creek?

CHOICES GIRL

Oh yeah, you probably remember it more like this.

CHOICES GIRL waves his hand, pointing Billy to new scene. Props transform into idyllic creek with two people fishing, a rock, trees etc.

BILLY

 THIS is Blueberry Creek

I caught my first fish on that rock

 And, look, I carved my name is this tree

 I LOVE this place

 Props fade away and Billy is left alone on stage.

BILLY

Wait, wait! Where is it all going?

Scene thirteen characters 

13. WATER 

Downstage left, a prop forms a pump. A woman approaches it, tries the pump many times to pump out two meager drops. 

PUMP

Drip, drip.

Upstage right, kids jump into a swimming pool, doing cannonballs, splashing, and playing marco polo. Billy looks upset. He turns to woman and speaks, but she doesn’t respond.

BILLY

Hey lady, there is water over there. There’s water just right there!

(Turns to pool crowd) Give her some water. 

[builds to frenzy] Why aren’t you doing anything? She thirsty, she needs water.

You need to help her!

CHOICES GIRL 

(Characters freeze as soon as CHOICES GIRL speaks)

They can’t hear you Billy.

BILLY

This isn’t right.

This has to change.

There must be something I can do. (repeats)

Water scene fades. Props transform back into bedroom. Billy asleep.

Scene 14 characters

14 BILLY’S BEDROOM

Billy wakes up at his computer, realizing he is back, his computer is on. 

BILLY 

 My assignment. I know what to do. 

I know what I’m gonna do with my life.

Billy speaks out excitedly to characters and grabs their attention as they walk past him from all directions, grabs their attention. After they interact, they kneel together around Billy at their centre.

BILLY

Mrs Pinsky! I haven’t printed my assignment yet, because I was wondering if we could meet to talk about using recycled paper at school. I want to print it double sided.

MRS. PINSKY

You know what Billy? That’s a good idea.

BILLY

Coach, since I’m going to be sitting on the bench all the time, I want to look good, you know? So how about we start using sweatshop free clothing for uniforms!

COACH

Interesting idea, kid. Bring it up with the team.

BILLY

 Mom, what if we buy local and organic food; I’ll go to the farmers market with you

MOM

It’s a date, son.

BILLY

Mr. Johnson, let’s use cloth bags instead of plastic at the store! 

BOSS

That might even save us money.

BILLY
Hey dad, lets stop buying bottle water. We could use reusable water bottles.

DAD

Hmm. Great idea – and tap water is accessible to everyone!

WANDA

Hi Billy Ray.

BILLY

Hey Wanda. Sorry about the park… I was thinking I could make it up and we could go for a bike ride.

WANDA

Great! We can ride to school together!

(Props make ooooh sounds in background)

BILLY

Great! Let me go get my helmet.

CHANTAL arrives with a bike.

BILLY

Hey Chantal, you got a bike!

CHANTAL

Yeah, I found it in my garage and I figured I could just save money and ride it instead of buying a car.

BILLY

Great, well want to ride to school with us?

CHANTAL

Yeah.

They hop on their bikes and start riding when ASH rides by. He now has a helmet.

ALL THREE

Hey Ash!

ASH

Hey guys.

BILLY

You got yourself a helmet!

ASH

Yeah, I had a close call the other day. I feel much safer with this now.

BILLY

Wanna ride with us?

ASH

Sure thing!
They ride off together.

SCENE 15

Coffee shop appears. Props sing Girl from Ipaneema soundtrack. Choices Girl is still working in the coffee shop with Barista.

BARISTA

Welcome to Java Java Java Bucks. 

How many I help you?

BILLY

 Hey, I’d like a coffee. 

BARISTA

Would you like-

BILLY (cuts off Barista)

Wait – I’d like a fair trade, shade-grown, organic coffee.

BARISTA 

Okay.

Would you like a paper cup, a soy-based cup… 

BILLY (cuts off Barista)

 No, I brought my own reusable mug!

BARISTA

Oh… (looks surprised/confused)

CHOICES GIRL 

(from behind counter)

Good choice … (turns head toward Billy and winks) Billy.

Billy looks quizzically at crowd (like, hey, maybe that wasn’t all a dream!).

Cast freezes. Then breaks it out into beats, runs off, then runs on to do cast introductions and bows, and transitions into post-play program.

THE END

